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lFloral delight . . . from left, Elspeth Lawson and Karen Thomson of HIE, and Charlotte Smith of BTCV. 

A BLACK Isle conservation charity is 
in the process of moving plants and 
flowers to a new home to save them 
from being destroyed when construc-
tion work starts at a new university 
amd college campus. 

Local charity BTCV, who are based 
in Munlochy, is working with HIE to 
ensure garden plants from the site 
at Beechwood in Inverness continue 
to thrive elsewhere in the Highland 
capital. 

The donated plants will be placed 
in a garden feature at New Craigs 

Hospital, which the charity is helping 
residential patients to create.

Volunteer development officer, 
Elspeth Lawson, who runs BTCV’s 
Green Gym team, added,  “We were 
thrilled and very grateful to receive the 
invitation from the team at Inverness 
Campus.

“We have collected some beauti-
ful hydrangeas, pansies, lavender and 
some great stones which our Green 
Gym team will use to make a fantas-
tic raised garden feature with the res-
idential patients up at New Craigs 

Hospital.”
Karen Thomson, HIE’s Inverness 

Campus team manager, said, “We 
wanted to give away the current plants 
at Beechwood so they don’t go to waste 
when contractors start on site.

“Knowing of BTCV’s community 
work, we decided to ask if they might 
like them and we’re pleased they were 
keen to help themselves.  It’s great to 
know they are going to a worthy cause 
and a good new home.”

BTCV is an international conserva-
tion charity which helps people enjoy 

fresh air, take up exercise and socialise.
HIE is developing Inverness 

Campus as a major new location for 
learning and research, business, sport 
and leisure in the Highland capital.  
It will provide a base for Inverness 
College, UHI, the Scottish Agricultural 
College, Centre for Health Science 
phase 4, a training hotel and sports 
and community facilities. Construction 
is due to start on site early next year.

For more information about 
Inverness Campus, please visit www.
invernesscampus.co.uk 

Plants moved on to a flourishing futureStranded 
trio ‘lucky  
to survive’

THREE Easter Ross men who 
were left stranded overnight after 
their small boat capsized were very 
lucky not to have drowned or suf-
fered from hypothermia, accord-
ing to coxswain of the lifeboat crew 
who rescued them after a chance 
sighting.

Sandy McPhee, his son Joseph 
and friend Greig Sutherland had to 
swim to shore at Castlecraig, which 
was cut off by high tides and sheer 
cliffs, and then camped overnight 
in low temperatures using their 
washed up gear.

The trio from Balintore was 
spotted at about 11am on Saturday 
by the crew of the Invergordon life-
boat who had been called out to 
help search for missing Tain woman 
Johanne MacLeod. She was traced 
safe and well near the town the fol-
lowing day.

The crew shouted to the men 
through a loudspeaker to ask if they 
had seen the woman, but instead 
it became clear the three were in 
need of rescue.

The chance rescue of the 
stranded men, who were taken 
back to Nigg slipway, was just 
one of four shouts the two local 

lifeboats from Invergordon and 
Kessock were involved in within 12 
dramatic hours on Saturday.

The drama began before 11am 
when the Invergordon lifeboat 
was asked to search the coastline 
from Nigg Ferry to Tarbet Ness 
Lighthouse by Portmahomack.

After spotting the men, crew 
members Bruce Rae and Neil Ross 
used an XP boat to pluck the men 
to safety. 

The trio’s 12ft fibreglass boat 
capsized and became damaged 
the previous evening when it was 
caught by two or three break-
ing waves. They swam 50 metres 
to shore, managed to set up camp 
and start a fire and were all in good 
health when they were rescued.

Coxswain Andrew Murray told 
the Journal, “They were extremely, 
extremely lucky as they could’ve 
drowned when the boat capsized 
as they had no life jackets on, they 
had no way of raising the alarm 
because their mobiles were in the 
water and were rendered useless 
and they could’ve suffered from 
hypothermia by staying overnight 
on a beach during the first week of 
November.”

While the three men were still 
on board, the Invergordon life-

boat was then diverted to take over 
towing a stricken converted fishing 
boat which had been rescued by the 
Kessock lifeboat when it was at risk 
of running aground.

The Sharon Rose, now a pleas-
ure craft, was making her way from 
Inverness to Fraserburgh when she 
lost all power around the tidal nar-
rows at Chanonry Point. The tide 
was ebbing fast at the time and the 
30 tonne boat was being carried 
towards the beach at Rosemarkie.

The three Kessock lifeboat crew 
members established a tow line to 
the casualty vessel – which had a 
young man and an older male on 
board – pulled her from the beach 
and began to tow her to Cromarty.

The line was later passed to the 
Invergordon lifeboat who took the 
Sharon Rose safely into harbour 
before dropping the three rescued 
men at Nigg.

The Kessock crew’s second 
emergency call of the day came less 
than 12 hours later when at about 
10.30pm several 999 calls were 
made reporting red flares in the 
Munlochy Bay area. 

After three hours of search-
ing the crew found nothing except 
an old chest of drawers and stood 
down.

by Lynne Bradshaw

Search team’s 19 flights
A TOTAL of 19 sepa-
rate flights  were made 
by the pilots and observ-
ers of Highland Air 
Search, who were also 
tasked to help search for 
the missing Tain woman 
on Saturday morning.

The aerial searches, 
which involved five air-
craft concentrated on 
the Tain Links, Tain 
Bombing Range, the 
Tarbat Ness Peninsula 
and Nigg Hill.

The Easter Ross char-
ity, which offers its aerial 
search capabilities to the 
emergency services, was 
called out again by Tain 
police the following day 
to continue the search 
for Johanne MacDonald. 
She was found on Tain 
Links shortly afterwards 
by a member of Dornoch 
Coastguard.

As a result of the 
search, HAS is now plan-
ning to hold a joint search 
exercise in the very near 
future with police dog 
handlers based at Tain.

In October, Highland 
Air Search was awarded 
a grant of £2,000 from 

the Scottish Community 
Foundation – funded 
by the David and Averil 
Macdonald Charitable 
Fund – towards the cost 
of procuring a handheld 
thermal imaging cam-
era, to be used from an 
aircraft, to assist with 
the detection of missing 
and vulnerable persons 
located in dense wood-
land and buildings.

As a registered char-
ity in Scotland, Highland 
Air Search welcomes 
all donations which are 
much needed to pur-
chase essential search 

and communications 
equipment and oppor-
tunities also exist for the 
corporate sponsorship 
of aircraft. Northern 
Constabulary had 
expressed concern for 
the wellbeing of 36-year-
old Ms MacDonald, 
who is described as vul-
nerable, after she was 
reported missing.

An extensive search 
was carried out in and 
around the Tain area and 
members of the public 
were asked to check out-
houses or garages fol-
lowing fears she could be 
sleeping rough.

In a statement issued 
around 2pm on Sunday, 
police confirmed she had 
been found safe and well 
and thanked members of 
the public for their assist-
ance in the search.

Two days later on 
Tuesday evening, police 
released a statement say-
ing that Ms MacDonald 

had again gone missing, 
this time from Alness, 
and had not been seen 
since late on Monday.

She was later traced 
safe and well in Alness 
and the police thanked 
the public for their 
assistance.
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lHighland Air Search pilots made repeated flights across 
 the Tain and Nigg areas.

Good report for peninsula school
A PRIMARY school on an isolated 
Wester Ross peninsula which is mainly 
accessed by boat has received a positive 
report by inspectors.

The inspectors reported that Scoraig 
primary school and nursery had confi-
dent children, a very caring ethos and 
good teamwork between staff.

The inspectors found the pupils 
enjoyed their play experiences and were 
making good progress in their learning. 
They particularly enjoyed tackling tasks 
which make them think for themselves. 

They showed how creative they are 
through their art and craft work, their 
music and in particular through the 

range of sensitive poetry they write.
Across the school, children were 

very interested in environmental issues 
and spoke knowledgeably about a wide 
range of energy-related topics, in partic-
ular, wind turbines.

Children showed a high degree of 
respect for themselves, each other and 
visitors to the school. 

The inspectors found the school 
provided good support for children to 
develop and learn. Staff in the nursery 
and primary classes knew the children 
well and were sensitive to their individ-
ual needs.

Parents and members of the commu-

nity enriched children’s learning by shar-
ing their outstanding range of expertise 
in, for example, arts, cookery, animal 
husbandry and astrophysics. 

Staff work well, often overcoming 
difficulties caused by Scoraig’s isolated 
location, with a range of specialist staff 
to help children experiencing difficulties 
make suitable progress.

The head teacher has, through strong, 
clear leadership and in partnership with 
all staff, begun to make a real difference 
to children’s learning.

Alison Barr, headteacher, said, 
“Everyone is delighted with this report. 
The inspector’s assessment emphasises 

the high standards and professional 
commitment at Scoraig. It confirms the 
all round improvement and progress 
made by the school. 

“The report recognises the very pos-
itive relations with the unique Scoraig 
community. We look forward to the 
future with confidence.”

Joany Maguire, chairperson of 
Scoraig Parent Council, said, “The hard 
work of the teachers, both in primary 
and nursery, has been recognised in this 
inspection. To know that our children 
are receiving an education that meets 
their needs is very reassuring for the 
parents.”

House of beauly
Station Road, Beauly, IV4 7EH
Shop - Tel: 01463 782821
Restaurant - Tel: 01463 784702
info@houseofbeauly.com
www.houseofbeauly.com

FROM OUR HOUSE TO YOUR HOME

New Autumn RANGES
Ladies Seperates • Jewellery • Quality Gifts • 

•Menswear • Kitchen Shop • Leather Goods

SPECIAL OFFER
100% Cashmere Scarves

Restaurant  
Our QuaLity reStaurant  

iS nOw Open
enjoy local produce freshly  
prepared in our kitchen and  
be assured there is something  

to suit all tastes.
(Children’s menu also available)

FOOD HALL
Fresh quality produce

Flavours to give everyone a 
real taste of the Highlands

1 mile from A9 on B9161 to Munlochy

NATIVE TREES, SHRUBS & HEDGING
IT’S PlANTING TImE Now!

BARE RooT PlANTS
~ Autumn 2011 ~

   No/ 
VARIETY SIZE PlANTS PRICE
ACER CAMPESTRE - FIELD MAPLE ................................................40-60cm 5 £5.95
ACER PLATANOIDES - NORWAY MAPLE ................................... 60-80 5 £6 25
ACER PSEUDOPLATANUS - SYCAMORE ................................... 60-80 5 £6.25
AESCULUS HIPPOCASTANUM - HORSE CHESTNUT .............. 60-80 3 £6.50
ALNUS gLUTINOSA - COMMON ALDER..................................... 60-80 5 £6.25
ALNUS INCANA - gREY ALDER ................................................... 60-80 5 £6.25
AMELANCHIER CANADENSIS - JUNE BERRY .......................... 60-80 5 £6.95
BERBERIS THUNBERgII ................................................................ 40-60 10 £12.95
BERBERIS THUNBERgII ATROPURPUREA ............................... 40-60 10 £12.95
BETULA PENDULA - SILVER BIRCH .......................................... 100-125 5 £6.75
BETULA PUBESCENS - DOWNY BIRCH ..................................... 60-80 5 £6.25
CARPINUS BETULUS - HORNBEAM ............................................ 60-80 10 £10.95
CORNUS ALBA SIBERICA - RED DOgWOOD ............................ 60-80 5 £6.75
CORNUS ALBA SPAETHII - VARIEgATED DOgWOOD ............. 60-80 3 £8.50
CORNUS STOL. FLAVIRAMEA - gOLDEN DOgWOOD ............ 60-80 5 £6.75
CORYLUS AVELLANA - HAZEL ..................................................... 60-80 5 £6.50
COTONEASTER SIMONSII ............................................................ 40-60 10 £14.50
CRATAEgUS MONOgYNA - HAWTHORN ................................... 60-80 10 £9.75
CRATAEgUS MONOgYNA - HAWTHORN ................................. 100-125 5 £7.50
EUONYMUS EUROPAEUS - SPINDLE .......................................... 60-80 5 £6.75
FAgUS SYLVATICA - gREEN BEECH .......................................... 60-80 10 £15.95
FAgUS SYLVATICA - gREEN BEECH ........................................ 120-150 5 £22.95
FAgUS SYL. PURPUREA - COPPER BEECH .............................. 40-60 10 £27.95
FAgUS SYL. PURPUREA - COPPER BEECH ............................ 100-125 5 £39.75
FORSYTHIA SPECTABILIS ............................................................ 40-60 5 £9.95
FRAXINUS EXCELSIOR - ASH ....................................................... 60-80 5 £6.25
HIPPOPHAE RHAMNOIDES - SEA BUCKTHORN ...................... 60-80 5 £9.95
LIgUSTRUM AUREUM - gOLD PRIVET ....................................... 40-60 10 £24.95
LIgUSTRUM OVALIFOLIUM - gREEN PRIVET ........................... 60-80 10 £13.25
MALUS SYLVESTRIS - WILD CRAB APPLE................................. 60-80 5 £6.75
POPULUS TREMULA - ASPEN ...................................................... 60-80 5 £6.25
PRUNUS AVIUM - gEAN ................................................................ 60-80 5 £6.25
PRUNUS SPINOSA - SLOE / BLACKTHORN............................... 60-80 5  £5.95
QUERCUS ROBUR - OAK .............................................................. 60-80 5 £6.50
QUERCUS RUBRA - RED OAK ...................................................... 60-80 5 £6.95
ROSA CANINA - DOg ROSE ......................................................... 60-80 10 £10.75
ROSA RUBIgINOSA - SWEET BRIAR .......................................... 60-80 10 £10.75
ROSA RUgOSA ALBA - RAMANAS ROSE .................................. 60-80 10 £10.75
ROSA RUgOSA RUBRA - RAMANAS ROSE ............................... 60-80 10 £10.75
ROSA SPINOSISSIMA - BURNET / SCOTCH ROSE .................. 60-80 10 £10.75
SALIX ALBA - WHITE WILLOW ...................................................... 60-90 5 £5.95
SALIX BRITZENSIS - SCARLET WILLOW .................................... 60-90 5  £5.95
SALIX CAPREA - gOAT WILLOW .................................................. 60-90 5 £5.95
SALIX DAPHANOIDES - VIOLET WILLOW ................................... 60-90 5 £5.95
SALIX EXIgUA - COYOTE WILLOW .............................................. 60-90  3  £7.95
SALIX VIMINALIS - COMMON OSIER .......................................... 60-90 5  £5.95
SAMBUCUS NIgRA - ELDER ......................................................... 60-80 5  £6.50
SAMBUCUS NIgRA AUREA - gOLDEN ELDER .......................... 60-80 5 £6.95
SORBUS AUCUPARIA - ROWAN ................................................. 100-125 5  £6.95
SYMPHORICARPUS ALBA - SNOWBERRY ................................ 60-80 5 £6.75
VIBURNUM OPULUS - gUELDER ROSE ..................................... 60-80 5  £6.25
EVERGREENS/CoNIFERS
LARIX KAEMPFERI - JAPANESE LARCH .................................... 40-60 10 £10.95
PINUS NIgRA - AUSTRIAN PINE .................................................. 20-40 10 £10.95
PINUS SYLVESTRIS - SCOTS PINE .............................................. 20-40 10 £10.95
TSUgA HETEROPHYLLA - WESTERN HEMLOCK ..................... 40-60 10 £10.95
PoT GRowN
LEYLANDII GREEN & GOLD  15-18” • £1.95 each • £1.90 each/10 • £1.85 each/100 
  2.5ft/3ft • £5.50 each • £5.35 each/10 • £5.20 each/100
                    GREEN 6-7ft • £24.95 each • £23.00 each/10
                    GOLD 5-6ft • £25.95 each • £24.00 each/10
BUXUS SEMPERVIRENS - BOX   6”  9cm POT  £1.95 each
ILEX AQUIFOLIUM - HOLLY  30-40cm 9cm POT  £2.95 each
   40-60” 2L POT  £4.95 each

TREE STAKES • TREE TIES • SPIRAL GUARDS & SHElTERS• FERTILISER

mUNRo’S
NURSERIES
& Coffee Shop

BoGAllAN, NoRTH KESSoCK, INVERNESS
Telephone: 01463 731210
OPEN Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm • Sun 12 noon - 5pm

59 Chapel Street, Inverness
Telephone: 01463 251120
E: sales@ogilvies-furniture.com
www.ogilvies-furniture.comThe Complete House Furnishers

Ogilvies
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